Participation of victims in proceedings

Arabic

The Rome Statute contains provisions which enable victims to participate in all stages of
the proceedings before the Court.

Hence victims may file submissions before the Pre-Trial Chamber when the Prosecutor
requests its authorisation to investigate. They may also file submissions on all matters
relating to the competence of the Court or the admissibility of cases.

More generally, victims are entitled to file submissions before the Court chambers at the
pre-trial stage, during the proceedings or at the appeal stage.

The rules of procedure and evidence stipulate the time for victim participation in
proceedings before the Court. They must send a written application to the Court Registrar
and more precisely to the Victims' Participation and Reparation Section, which must submit
the application to the competent Chamber which decides on the arrangements for the
victims' participation in the proceedings. The Chamber may reject the application if it
considers that the person is not a victim. Individuals who wish to make applications to
participate in proceedings before the Court must therefore provide evidence proving they
are victims of crimes which come under the competence of the Court in the proceedings
commenced before it. The Section prepared standard forms and a booklet to make it easier
for victims to file their petition to participate in the proceedings.

It should be stipulated that a petition may be made by a person acting with the consent of
the victim, or in their name when the victim is a child or if any disability makes this
necessary.

Victims are free to choose their legal representative who must be equally as qualified as the
counsel for the defence (this may be a lawyer or person with experience as a judge or
prosecutor) and be fluent in one of the Court's two working languages (English or French).

In order to ensure the efficiency of proceedings, particularly in cases where there are a large
number of victims, the competent Chamber may ask victims to choose a shared legal
representative. If the victims are unable to appoint one, the Chamber may ask the Registrar
to appoint one or more shared legal representatives. The Victims' Participation

and Reparation Section is responsible for assisting victims with the organisation of their
legal representation before the Court. When a victim or a group of victims does not have
the means to pay for a shared legal representative appointed by the Court, they may request
financial aid from the Court to pay counsel. Counsel may participate in the proceedings
before the Court by filing submissions and attending the hearings.

The Registry, and within it the Victims' Participation and Reparation Section, has many
obligations with regard to notification of the proceedings to the victims in order to keep



them fully informed of progress. Thus, it is stipulated that the Section must notify victims,
who have communicated with the Court in a given case or situation, of any decisions by the
Prosecutor not to open an investigation or not to commence a prosecution, so that these
victims can file submissions before the Pre-Trial Chamber responsible for checking the
decisions taken by the Prosecutor under the conditions laid down in the Statute. The same
notification is required before the confirmation hearing in the Pre-Trial Chamber in order to
allow the victims to file all the submissions they require. All decisions taken by the Court
are then notified to the victims who participated in the proceedings or to their counsel. The
Victims' Participation and Reparation Section has wide discretion to use all possible means
to give adequate publicity to the proceedings before the Court (local media, requests for co-
operation sent to Governments, aid requested from NGOs or other means).



